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those of Parma behind the dunes of Ostende and Nieu-
port
Admiral Howard wrote on the 9th of March con-
cerning the news communicated by Frobisher. On the
following day Parma wrote to his King two letters full
of admirable counsel and sound sense. He is for peace*
He believes the English to be sincere in their proposals
for peace, and he is confident that Elizabeth has no
intention of insisting upon religious toleration in the
States General. He is sanguine that Elizabeth intends
to give up the coast towns to him upon adequate security
and evacuation of the Spanish armies. "You will not
conquer England," he says, drily but with courtesy and
sense notwithstanding, "but your fleet will be secure,
and you will risk no disaster. . . . The English have
had time to arm by sea and land. They have their
leagues with Denmark and the Germans and the French
Protestants, who will do all they can ... to interfere
with us. Your Majesty's intentions are blown abroad
and are notorious to every one."
He continues in this vein, adding sagely that if he
be permitted to make peace and Walcheren Island with
its towns of Flushing and Middelburg handed over to
himself once more, Philip can wait for a suitable oppor-
tunity to spring again at England's throat, "A pretext
can never long be wanting."
In the other letter he minces no words, however.
Instead of thirty thousand men he has only seventeen
thousand. Everybody knows he is planning to descend
upon England, and the peace parley is the only pretense
he can indulge in at the moment. He points out, again,
that even after he is landed in England, "We shall find
as much work as we can do." He alludes to "the aston-
ishing and distressing mortality" among his troops and
his failure to raise any more money in Cologne. He has
"a motley army of all nations and there will be mutiny